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Special Points of Interest 

   Let's start with a quick revisit to Mr. Macron's France from the perspec-
tive of a Frenchman, Mr. Pascal Emmanuel Gobry  writing  from Paris. His 
article appeared in the Wall Street Journal 2/24/19 and was titled,  
"The Failure of the French Elite." 
    I offer you the following quotes from the article without any commen-
tary. They speak for themselves.  
"Macron represents not an ideology but a caste. His base is France's meri-
tocratic elite, the people who have benefitted   from the same global trends 
that have left most of the country behind." 
   "When Giles Le Genure a senior in Mr. Macron's party was asked what 
happened he said 'We were probably too intelligent. Too subtle. 
   France's elites "have an outsized impact on the country's destiny. More 
often than not, elite failure has led not just to crisis but to collapse-1789, 
1940 were always preceded by a generation of elite stupidity, cowardice 
and greed. Whatever their faults, the yellow vests have correctly identified 
France's biggest problem. " 
 
   Speaking of elites, we have plenty here in Nevada. One of them, Ruben 
Garcia  a law professor at UNLV came forward in the Las Vegas Sun 
(where else?) on 2/19/19 with a guest column titled "Controversy over bar-
gaining rights rooted in myths." 
   Professor Garcia is upset that state employees don't have collective bar-
gaining rights and sets out to make the case they should. He touches all the 
statist bases about how they are part of the community, pay taxes, do im-
portant work most of us can't do and how "collective bargaining results in a 
stable workforce that  benefits Nevada and its citizens." 
Whenever a statist elite writes a column like that it's important to remem-
ber a few things. First and most important is to know going in that what he 
says is not important. It's what he DOESN'T say that makes all the differ-
ence. Let's say all the points he made are valid (they aren't but  a one by 
one rebuttal is time wasted). All that matters is what kind of society has 
collective bargaining for government employees created?  The sad fact is 
that today, because of the curse of government collective bargaining we 
live in a society structured far closer to the Pharaohs than anything the 
Founders had in mind. We live in a statist society. One in which those in-
side of government have a higher standard of living, a better quality of life 
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Today in History 

.MARCH 
 1 1872 Yellowstone be-

comes worldôs first nation-
al park. 

 2, 1949 A B50 Superfor-
tress, ñThe Lucky Ladyò is 
the first plane to fly around 
the World non-stop. 

 18, 1818 Revolutionary 
War veterans are awarded 
pensions Officers $20 per  
month, enlisted men $8 per 
month 

 26, 1953 Jonas Salk an-
nounces success of a polio 
vaccine. 

 29, 1848 An ice jam blocks 
the source of the Niagara 
River which stops flow for 
the fist time in recorder 
history. 

 30,1981 Attempted assassi-
nation of Ronald Regan. 
ñHoney, I forgot to duckò 

 31, 1896 Whitcomb Judson 
patents a hookless fastener 
(the zipper0. 
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and a multiple, multiple, multiple times more secure future than the people themselves.  
   Here's some documentation. These are all government issued numbers. Twelve categories. Ten private sec-
tor industries plus state and local government. 
   In 1979 State government was 6. Local government was 8. That was OK. 
   By 1986 State was 7. Local was 6. Also, OK.  
   By 2008 State was 2. Local was 4. That was not OK. 
   On March 7, 2010 the RJ published a graph and a headline, "Only government employees saw  wages in-
crease since 2007.  Really, really not OK. 
Fueled by collective bargaining, state and local governments play leap frog moving compensation up to levels 
totally disconnected from the hard realities of a market economy.  While private sector Nevadans suffered 
through the worst economy since the Depression those inside of government were the only segment of Neva-
da society to come out better off than they went in.  
   That's the cemented in statute political, social and economic injustice collective bargaining for government 
insiders has produced. It's not myth. It's real and government employee Professor Garcia loves it.  
Why shouldn't he? 
    
   I am going to walk into the minefield that is the LGBTQ world.  
   I could not care less about the L, G, B, T or Q except a faction of the T's have crossed a very important line 
and need to be opposed in every way possible.  
   The Transgenders (TGs) are pushing harder and harder to allow genetic males who claim to be females to 
play girls sports. What's frustrating is that elected officials are codifying this vicious assault on girls with laws 
saying it's OK.  
It's not OK and these worthless and spineless political hacks are the scum of the earth in my opinion. I've been 
watching this for a couple of years hoping the LGBQ community leadership would sit the TGs down and talk 
some sense into them. Obviously, that's not happening. This all came to head for me when I read an article in 
the Wall Street Journal 2/19/19 by William McGurn headlined, "Martina Navratilova's (MN) Girl Power." 
   MN is one of the greatest tennis players of all time along with being a trail blazer for the gay community. 
Her bonifides are unimpeachable. She "came out" in 1981 and has been a champion of gay rights ever since. 
However, she made a serious error in judgement. She spoke truth to power, She has spoken out against genet-
ic males competing against girls and the zealots of the TG's came down on her like a ton of bricks. I don't 
think they know who they're dealing with. MN is not just a sports champion. She took the heat in 1981 and 
she shows no sign of crumbling in the face of the sexist TG terrorists.  
 

   Here are a couple of MN quotes from the article:  
      "There must be some standards and having a penis and competing as a woman would not fit that stand-
ard." It's insane and it's cheating. I am happy to address a transgender woman in whatever  form she prefers, 
but I would  not be happy to compete against her.  It would not be fair."  
Bringing this home, I called Carson City and there doesn't seem to be any bill in the legislature looking to 
bring this garbage to Nevada -at least not yet.   That doesn't mean the TG zealots won't come after the all-
female School Board. I wonder if those feminist activist women will, like MN, stand up for the girls. 
I hope we don't have to find out.  
 

                                                    Knight can be reached at: knightallen702@yahoo.com 
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“Please Don’t Quote Me”                 
 

ñWe may have democracy, or we may 
 have wealth concentrated in the hands of the few,  
but we canôt have both.ò   
–Louis Brandeis, Supreme Court justice, 1916 - 1939.  

St. John's Church, Richmond, Virginia 
March 23, 1775. 

 é It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, 
Peace, Peace but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The 
next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash 
of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why 
stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they 
have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not 
what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give 
me death! — Patrick Henry 

 "The President of the United States ordered me to break through the 
Japanese lines and proceed from Corregidor to Australia for the pur-
pose, as I understand it, of organizing the American offensive against 
Japan, a primary objective of which is the relief of the Philippines. I 
came through and I shall return." –  General Douglas MacArthur 
March 20,1942 

This is the Voice of Freedom, 
General MacArthur speaking. 
       People of the Philippines: I have returned. October 20 1944 

 

ñPatriotism means to stand by the country. It does not mean to stand 
by the president or any other public official, save exactly to the degree 
in which he himself stands by the country. It is patriotic to support him 
insofar as he efficiently serves the country. It is unpatriotic not to op-
pose him to the exact extent that by inefficiency or otherwise he fails in 
his duty to stand by the country. In either event, it is unpatriotic not to 
tell the truth, whether about the president or anyone else.ò  

The death-knell of the republic had rung as soon as the active power 
became lodged in the hands of those who sought, not to do justice to all 
citizens, rich and poor alike, but to stand for one special class and for 
its interests as opposed to the interests of others. 

Every immigrant who comes here should be required within five years to learn English or leave 
the country. 
 

https://history.org/almanack/life/politics/images/patrickhenry.jpg
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Otis was born in Halifax, Vermont, to Stephen Otis and Phoebe Glynn. He moved 
away from home at the age of 19, eventually settling in Troy, New York, where he 
lived for five years employed as a wagon driver. In 1834, he married Susan A. Hough-
ton. They would have two children, Charles and Norton. Later that year, Otis suffered a 
terrible case of pneumonia which nearly killed him, but he earned enough money to 
move his wife and three-year-old son to the Vermont Hills on the Green River. He de-
signed and built his own gristmill, but did not earn enough money from it, so he con-
verted it into a sawmill, yet still did not attract customers. Now having a second son, he 
started building wagons and carriages, at which he was fairly skilled. His wife later 
died, leaving Otis with two sons, one at that time being age 8 and the other still in dia-
pers. 
   In 1851,having no more use for Albany, he first moved to Bergen City, New Jersey 
(now part of Jersey City), to work as a mechanic, then to Yonkers, New 
York, as a manager of an abandoned sawmill which he was supposed to con-
vert into a bedstead factory.  
  At the age of 40, while he was cleaning up the factory, he wondered how he 
could get all the old debris up to the upper levels of the factory. He had heard 
of hoisting platforms, but these often broke, and he was unwilling to take the 
risks. He and his sons, who were also tinkerers, designed their own "safety 
elevator" and tested it successfully. He initially thought so little of it he nei-
ther patented it nor requested a bonus from his superiors for it, nor did he try 
to sell it. After having made several sales, and after the bedstead factory de-
clined, Otis took the opportunity to make an elevator company out of it, ini-
tially called Union Elevator Works and later Otis Brothers & Co. 
   No orders came to him over the next several months, but soon after, the 
1853 New York World's Fair offered a great chance at publicity. At the New 
York Crystal Palace, Otis amazed a crowd when he ordered the only rope 
holding the platform on which he was standing cut. The rope was severed by 
an axe man, and the platform fell only a few inches before coming to a halt. The safety locking mechanism had 
worked, and people gained greater willingness to ride in traction elevators; these elevators quickly became the type 
in most common usage and helped make present-day skyscrapers possible. 
  After the World's Fair, Otis received continuous orders, doubling each year. He developed different types of en-
gines, like a three-way steam valve engine, which could transition the elevator between up to down and stop it rap-
idly. On March 23, 1857 he installed the Worldôs first modern passenger elevator in New York City. 
  In his spare time, he designed and experimented with his old designs of bread-baking ovens and train brakes, and 
patented a steam plow in 1857, a rotary oven in 1858, and, with Charles, the oscillating steam engine in 1860. Otis 
contracted diphtheria and died on April 8, 1861 at age 49. 

Elisha Otis and the ñSafetyò Elevator 

 

First Day of Spring in 2019 is on Wednesday, the 20th of March (20/3/2019). 
 

 In 2019, the exact time of the Start of Spring is at 21:58 
UCT (Coordinated Universal Time) or  9:58 p.m. 
PDT. 
  On the day of the equinoxes, the Sun shines directly on 
the equator and the length of day and night is nearly 
equal – but not quite. The Vernal or March Equinox is 
when the Sun crosses the celestial equator, moving from 
south to north. This date is considered to be the first day 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=elisha+otis+elevator+brake&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=elisha+otis&stid=8f1a6aad-aae6-020c-f371-d03b49fd119d&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Elisha_OTIS_1854.jpg
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Wabash Indiana was indeed the "First Electrically Lighted City in 

the World." It was the biggest time Wabash ever had, even big-

ger than the celebration over the first canal boat, or the songs 

"On the Banks of the Wabash", or "Wabash Cannonball." 

..."From the towering dome of the Courthouse at 8 p.m. on 

March 31, 1880, burst a flood of lights that made world history. 

Wabash had a population of 320. Over 10,000 people witnessed 

the event. For a mile around, houses and yards were distinctly 

visible, while far away the Wabash River glowed like a band of 

molten silver.".... 

Charles F. Brush, Cleveland, Ohio, had been experimenting with 

a new electric arc light, known as the "Brush Light", with the 

hope of a public test in some city in order to prove it worked to 

light a city at night. The Wabash City Council agreed with Mr. 

Brush to make a test of his light in Wabash. 

Four "Brush Lights" were placed on top of the Wabash County 

Court House and turned on. On March 31, 1880 Wabash became 

the "First Electrically Lighted City in the World." One of the original Brush Lights is on display at 

the Wabash County Courthouse. 

First Electrically Lighted City in the World 

The Battle of Hampton Roads, often referred to as either the Battle of 
the Monitor and Merrimack (or  Virginia) or  the Battle of Iron-
clads, was the most noted and arguably most impor tant naval bat-
tle of the American Civil War from the standpoint of the development 
of navies. It was fought over two days, March 8–9, 1862, in Hampton 
Roads, a roadstead in Virginia where the Elizabeth and Nansemond 
rivers meet the James River just before it enters Chesapeake Bay adja-
cent to the city of Norfolk. The battle was a part of the effort of the 
Confederacy to break the Union blockade, which had cut off Virgin-
ia's largest cities and major industrial centers, Norfolk and Richmond, 
from international trade. 
The major significance of the battle is that it was the first meeting in 
combat of ironclad warships, i.e., USS Monitor and CSS Virginia. The 
Confederate fleet consisted of the ironclad ram Virginia (built from 
the remnants of the under-construction steam frigate USS Merrimack, 
newest warship for the United States Navy / Union Navy) and several 
supporting vessels. On the first day of battle, they were opposed by several conventional, wooden-hulled ships of the Union 
Navy. On that day, Virginia was able to destroy two ships of the federal flotilla, USS Congress and USS Cumberland, and 
was about to attack a third, USS Minnesota, which had run aground. However, the action was halted by darkness and falling 
tide, so Virginia retired to take care of her few wounded—which included her captain, Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan—and 
repair her minimal battle damage. 

Determined to complete the destruction of Minnesota, Catesby ap Roger Jones , (the "ap" in his name is Welsh and  

means "son of".) acting as captain in Buchanan's absence, returned the ship to the fray the next morning, March 9. During 
the night, however, the ironclad Monitor had arrived and had taken a position to defend Minnesota. When Virginia ap-
proached, Monitor intercepted her. The two ironclads fought for about three hours, with neither being able to inflict signifi-
cant damage on the other. The duel ended indecisively, Virginia returning to her home at the Gosport Navy Yard for repairs 
and strengthening, and Monitor to her station defending Minnesota. The ships did not fight again, and the blockade remained 
in place. 
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   On March 10, 1876 the first discernible speech is transmit-
ted over a telephone system when inventor Alexander Gra-
ham Bell summons his assistant in another room by saying, 
ñMr. Watson, come here; I want you.ò Bell had received a 
comprehensive telephone patent just three days before.  
   Alexander Graham Bell, born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 
1847, was the son of Alexander Melville Bell, a leading au-
thority in public speaking and speech correction. The young 
Bell was trained to take over the family business, and while 
still a teenager he became a voice teacher and began to ex-
periment in sound. In 1870, his family moved to Ontario, 
Canada, and in 1871 Bell went to Boston to demonstrate his 
fatherôs method of teaching speech to the deaf. The next 
year, he opened his own school in Boston for training teach-
ers of the deaf and in 1873 became professor of vocal physi-

ology at Boston University. 
   In his free time, Bell experimented with sound waves and became convinced that it would be possi-
ble to transmit speech over a telegraph-like system. He enlisted the aid of a gifted mechanic, Thomas 
Watson, and together the two spent countless nights trying to convert Bellôs ideas into practical form. 
In 1875, while working on his multiple harmonic telegraph, Bell developed the basic ideas for the tel-
ephone. He designed a device to transmit speech vibrations electrically between two receivers and in 
June 1875 tested his invention. No intelligible words were transmitted but sounds resembling human 
speech were heard at the receiving end. 
   On February 14, 1876, he filed a U.S. patent application for his telephone. Just a few hours later, 
another American inventor, Elisha Gray, filed a caveat with the U.S. Patent Office about his intent to 
seek a similar patent on a telephone transmitter and receiver. Bell filed first, so on March 7 he was 
awarded U.S. patent 174,465, which granted him ownership over both his telephone instruments and 
the concept of a telephone system. 
  Three days later, on March 10, Bell successfully tested his telephone for the first time in his Boston 
home. In May, he publicly demonstrated the invention before the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences in Boston, and in June at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. In October, he successfully 
tested his telephone over a two-mile distance between Boston and Cambridgeport.  
   Alexander Graham Bell continued his experiments in communication, inventing the photophone, 
which transmitted speech by light rays, and the graphophone, which recorded sound. He continued to 
work with the deaf, including the educator Helen Keller, and used the royalties from his inventions to 
finance several organizations dedicated to the oral education of the deaf. He later served as president 
of the National Geographic Society. Beginning in 1895, he experimented with the possibility of flight 
and built giant man-carrying kites and a hydrofoil craft. He died in 1922 at his summer home and la-
boratory on Cape Breton Island, Canada.  

Alexander Graham Bell Patents the Telephone 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 
 

On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Company factory in New York City burned, killing 145 workers. 
It is remembered as one of the most infamous incidents in American industrial history, as the deaths were 
largely preventable–most of the victims died as a result of neglected safety features and locked doors within 
the factory building. The tragedy brought widespread attention to the dangerous sweatshop conditions of fac-
tories, and led to the development of a series of laws and regulations that better protected the safety of work-
ers. 

   Exactly 79 years to the day after the Triangle Shirtwaist factory fire, another tragic fire occurred in New 
York City. The blaze, at the Happy Land Social Club in the Bronx, killed 87 people, the most deadly fire in 
the city since 1911. 

https://www.history.com/topics/helen-keller
https://www.wired.com/images_blogs/thisdayintech/2011/03/alexander_graham_bell_500px.jpg
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   Helen Adams Keller was born on June 27, 1880, in Tuscumbia, Alabama. 
Her family lived on a homestead, Ivy Green, that Helen's grandfather had built dec-
ades earlier.[ She had four siblings; two full siblings, Mildred Campbell (Keller) Ty-
son and Phillip Brooks Keller, and two older half-brothers from her father's prior 
marriage, James McDonald Keller and William Simpson Keller. 
   Her father, Arthur Henley Keller (1836–1896), spent many years as an editor of the 
Tuscumbia North Alabamian and had served as a captain in the Confederate Army] 
Her mother, Catherine Everett (Adams) Keller (1856–1921), known as "Kate",[8] was 
the daughter of Charles W. Adams, a Confederate general. Her paternal lineage was 
traced to Casper Keller, a native of Switzerland. One of Helen's Swiss ancestors was 
the first teacher for the deaf in Zurich. Keller reflected on this coincidence in her first 
autobiography, stating "that there is no king who has not had a slave among his ancestors, and no slave who 
has not had a king among his." 
   At 19 months old Keller contracted an unknown illness described by doctors as "an acute congestion of the 
stomach and the brain" which might have been scarlet fever or meningitis. The illness left her both deaf and 
blind. She lived, as she recalled in her autobiography, "at sea in a dense fog."  
   At that time, Keller was able to communicate somewhat with Martha Washington, the six-year-old daughter 
of the family cook, who understood her signs; by the age of seven, Keller had more than 60 home signs to 
communicate with her family, and could distinguish people by the vibration of their footsteps.  
   In 1886, Keller's mother, inspired by an account in Charles Dickens' American Notes of the successful edu-
cation of another deaf and blind woman, Laura Bridgman, dispatched the young Keller, accompanied by her 
father, to seek out physician J. Julian Chisolm, an eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist in Baltimore, for advice. 
Chisholm referred the Kellerôs to Alexander Graham Bell, who was working with deaf children at the time. 
Bell advised them to contact the Perkins Institute for the Blind, the school where Bridgman had been educat-
ed, which was then located in South Boston. Michael Anagnos, the school's director, asked 20-year-old former 
student Anne Sullivan, herself visually impaired, to become Keller's instructor. It was the beginning of a 49-
year-long relationship during which Sullivan evolved into Keller's governess and eventually her companion.  
Sullivan arrived at Keller's house on March 5, 1887, a day Keller would forever remember as my soul's birth-
day. Sullivan immediately began to teach Helen to communicate by spelling words into her hand, beginning 
with "d-o-l-l" for the doll that she had brought Keller as a present. Keller was frustrated, at first, because she 
did not understand that every object had a word uniquely identifying it. In fact, when Sullivan was trying to 
teach Keller the word for "mug", Keller became so frustrated she broke the mug. But soon she began imitating 
Sullivanôs hand gestures. ñI did not know that I was spelling a word or even that words existed,ò Keller re-
membered. ñI was simply making my fingers go in monkey-like imitation.ò  
   Keller's breakthrough in communication came the next month, when she realized that the motions her teach-
er was making on the palm of her hand, while running cool water over her other hand, symbolized the idea of 
"water". Writing in her autobiography, The Story of My Life, Keller recalled the moment. "I stood still, my 
whole attention fixed upon the motions of her fingers. Suddenly I felt a misty consciousness as of something 
forgotten — a thrill of returning thought; and somehow the mystery of language was revealed to me. I knew 
then that w-a-t-e-r meant the wonderful cool something that was flowing over my hand. The living word 
awakened my soul, gave it light, hope, set it free!" Keller then nearly exhausted Sullivan demanding the 
names of all the other familiar objects in her world.  
   Helen Keller was viewed as isolated but was very in touch with the outside 
world. She was able to enjoy music by feeling the beat and she was able to have a 
strong connection with animals through touch. She was delayed at picking up lan-
guage, but that did not stop her from having a voice.  
   Keller suffered a series of strokes in 1961 and spent the last years of her life at 
her home. 
   Keller devoted much of her later life to raising funds for the American Founda-
tion for the Blind. She died in her sleep on June 1, 1968, at her home, Arcan Ridge, 
located in Easton, Connecticut, a few weeks short of her eighty-eighth birthday. 
She was buried at the Washington National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. 
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March 14, 1794 
Cotton Gin Patented 

  The Cotton gin is a machine invented in 1793 by 
American Eli Whitney (granted a patent on March 14, 
1794) ( see picture) to mechanize the production of cot-
ton fiber. The machine quickly and easily separates the 
cotton fibers from the seedpods and the sometimes-
sticky seeds. It uses a combination of a wire screen and 
small wire hooks to pull the cotton through the screen, 
while brushes continuously remove the loose cotton lint 
to prevent jams. Whitney's invention of the cotton gin 
made more African-Americans become slaves when he 
was trying to help them. 
 
   The traditional account of Whitney's invention of the 
gin tells of his being inspired by the sight of a cat claw-
ing a chicken through the slatted walls of its coop and 
retrieving a paw full of feathers. 
   There exists controversy over whether the idea of the 
cotton gin and its constituent elements can rightly be 
attributed to Eli Whitney; it is unresolved whether 
Catherine Littlefield Greene should be credited with the 
invention of the cotton gin, or at least its inception. It is 
known that she was associated with Eli Whitney (along 
with other historical figures such as George and Martha 
Washington). Additional credence is lent by the fact 
that women were not allowed patents in American an-
tiquity. 
 
   Small cotton gins were hand-powered (see picture); 
larger ones were harnessed to horses or water wheels. 
The cotton gin revolutionized the cotton-growing in-
dustry because it increased the quantity of cotton that 
could be processed in a day by tenfold. This made the 
widespread raising of cotton profitable in the American 
South, and is often considered to have greatly increased 
the demand for slave labor. 
   The word gin in "cotton gin" is unrelated to the drink 
called gin; it is related to the word engine and means 
"device". 
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